
MORRIS TOWNSHIP

Township Meeting Minutes

The Morris Township Trustees met on Monday, October 6, 2025, at the Morris Township House in regular session for conducting the business of the Township.  
MORRIS TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES


FISCAL OFFICER
Dan Humphrey, Chairman



Diane Clippinger


Tim Smith
Dick Kershner

STAFF   
Brian Frazier, Zoning Inspector
Dave Yarger, Road Superintendent

PUBLIC
Lindsey Kohlenburg, 14389 Elden Drive, Mount Vernon
Randy Miller, 14600 Crooked Street, Mount Vernon

Jim Bertka, 740 Fairgrounds Road, Mount Vernon

Stephanie Sinks, 15720 Z Street, Fredericktown

Terrance Maloney, 15889 McKenzie Road, Mount Vernon

Chairman Humphrey opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. by leading in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
Mr. Kershner made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on September 2, 2025.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  On roll call in the affirmative:  Mr. Smith, Chairman Humphrey and Mr. Kershner.  In the negative:  none.  
Mr. Kershner made a motion to approve the warrants as presented and Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  On roll call in the affirmative:  Mr. Smith, Chairman Humphrey and Mr. Kershner.  In the negative:  none.  

The Trustees were presented with the monthly bank reconciliation, payment register, receipt register, appropriation status report and fund status report for their review.

The Township’s post office box has been closed with all mailed being forwarded to the Township House.  Mrs. Clippinger noted she is completing change of address on all mail being received.

Mr. Jim Bertka, Fairgrounds Road, indicated he had noticed the abandoned Mount Vernon Academy buildings were showing signs of vandalism.  Mr. Smith stated he would contact the Knox County Sheriff’s office in regards to this.

Mr. Terry Maloney inquired why the Township had chosen to have Monroe Township Fire & EMS service Morris Township.  The Trustees indicated response time was one of the major factors.  He felt McKenzie Road was not safe enough for that kind of traffic.  The Trustees indicated they had been awarded a grant to make improvements to McKenzie Road.  Mr. Maloney requested a copy of the grant for McKenzie Road.  Mrs. Clippinger indicated she would get that for him.
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The Trustees reviewed Mr. Yarger’s monthly reports.  Mr. Yarger had assisted Fredericktown Village with maintenance on the bike path.
Mr. Kershner had attended the recent Knox County Township Association meeting.  There was discussion on changes to the Association, the implementation of the Cybersecurity policy and the proposed property tax abolishment.

Chairman Humphrey presented information on the annual road maintenance that was completed this year.  He indicated the Township saved almost $10,000 per mile by completing the work themselves, over having to pay a contractor.

Mr. Kershner inquired about “green burials” at the Townships’ cemeteries.  The Township’s Cemetery Policy and Procedures do not allow such burials.

Mr. Frazier had issued several permits.  He had issued a permit for an addition, 2 detached frame garages and a pole barn.

Mr. Smith indicated the Fredericktown Fire District will have a levy on the November ballot.  It will be a renewal levy with a .35 mill increase.
Mr. Frazier inquired about purchasing Adobe software to assist the Zoning Commission with updating the Township’s zoning handbook.  Chairman Humphrey made a motion to purchase Adobe software and Mr. Smith seconded the motion.   On roll call in the affirmative:  Mr. Smith, Chairman Humphrey and Mr. Kershner.  In the negative:  none.  

Chairman Humphrey indicated the residents of Morris Township will now be voting at the Willow Works on Vernonview Drive.  

With no further business, Chairman Humphrey made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. until the regular meeting on Monday, November 3, 2025, unless called upon for urgent business.  Mr. Smith seconded motion.  On roll call in the affirmative:  Mr. Smith, Chairman Humphrey and Mr. Kershner.  In the negative:  none.
____________________________ Chairman     _________________________Fiscal Officer
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